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Student-company CED from Korea wins top award in 2016 Asia Pacific JA Company of the Year 
Competition in Seoul, Korea. February 24, 2016. 
 
CED student-company from Korea crowned as winner of the 2016 Asia Pacific JA Company of the 
Year Competition (AP JA COY) after impressing the judges with their strong business concept. 
 
The team sought to develop an environment education game based on the concept of recycling 
materials. The team had received high praise from judges on their effective, well-constructed 
presentation, and their good understand as a team on what was going on with their company, 
products and future had also made a lasting impression. They also won the HSBC Best Financial 
Management Award. 



 

 

 

 
During the four-day program from 21 to 24 February in Seoul, student companies were evaluated 
by a panel of judges comprised of entrepreneurs, academics, and representatives from the local 
business community. The participating student companies also showcased their products and 
services in public at the Trade Fair in City Hall, Seoul.  59 students from 15 teams representing 10 
locations including China, Guam, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Singapore, and 
Thailand. Aside from student companies participating the event from the Asia Pacific region, a 
regional champion student company from the United Kingdom (representing JA Europe) had joined 
the event as the exhibiting team this year, enhancing cross border experience for students. 
 
Jun Hyeok Kwak, team member from CED said: “Winning the Asia Pacific JA Company of the Year 
Competition is overwhelming, it’s amazing! We are so proud to have won this award after working 
so hard – thank you to all our supporters. The JA Company Program meant so much to us. We not 
only grew as a team, but evolved into such a great company. We look forward to exciting 
opportunities in the future!” 
 
The full list of awardees of the 2016 AP JA COY is as follows: 
 
 Asia Pacific JA Company of the Year (1st Place) –CED, Korea. CED is also the winner for the 

HSBC Best Financial Management Award. 
 Asia Pacific JA Company of the Year (2nd Place) –ReKUnize, Thailand 
 Asia Pacific JA Company of the Year (3rd Place) –Facio ,Singapore. Facio is also the winner for 

the Microsoft Best use of Information Technology Award  
 Young Entrepreneurs’ Choice Award - SYO, Japan  
 FedEx Access Award –MUnited, Thailand. 
 HSBC Best Financial Management Award –CED, Korea. CED is also the 2016 AP JA COY 1st Place 

winner 
 Microsoft Best Use of Information Technology - Facio, Singapore. Facio is also the 2016 AP JA 

COY 3rd Place winner 
 
In the 2014-2015 school-year close to 17,000 students participated in the JA Company Program in 
Asia Pacific. Learning to run a company from top to bottom, these students created and marketed 
real products and services. The success of the program is largely due to the wide support from 
business volunteers, who act as mentors, offering expert advice to the students. Partnering 
education and business is essential to closing the gap between classroom theory and real-world of 
business. 
 
 
Vivian Lau, President of JA Asia Pacific, shared “We are proud to see secondary students across Asia 
Pacific taking part in our flagship Company Program. Through this initiative students are able to 
gain key insights into the world of entrepreneurship. This is one of the best experiences a young 
person can have in order to be successful in today’s global economy. On behalf of JA Asia Pacific, I 
want to express great appreciation to our guest of honor Mayor Park Won Soon for his inspiring 
remarks on the importance of fostering entrepreneurship to empower the youth in Korea and the 
region; JA Korea for hosting another remarkable and memorable regional JA student event; our 



 

 

 

honorable sponsors and judges; and the support and presence from JA Asia Pacific Board and JA 
Worldwide.”  
 
  

#### 
 
About Asia Pacific JA Company of the Year Competition (AP JA COY). 
The competition celebrates the accomplishments of JA Company Program® students in the Asia 
Pacific region. During participation in the JA Company Program, students start and run their own 
businesses with support from volunteers from their local business community. They develop and 
market a product or service with the goal of realizing a profit for their shareholders. The program 
currently impacts more than 390,000 students a year globally. 
For more information on the competition, please visit the AP JA COY page on our JA Asia Pacific 
website. 
 
About JA Asia Pacific  
JA Asia Pacific Limited is a member of JA Worldwide®, one of the largest global NGOs dedicated to 
addressing fundamental social and economic challenges of young people by educating and 
empowering them to transform their future and own their economic success. 
 
JA Asia Pacific Limited is dedicated to enabling and empowering youth to benefit from the region’s 
economic development, and to create a positive impact in their lives and communities. Through a 
dedicated volunteer network, JA Asia Pacific Limited provides in school and after school programs 
for students which focus on three key content areas: work readiness, entrepreneurship, and 
financial literacy. JA Asia Pacific envisions a future that young people dream big and, as a group, 
drive productive social and economic change. 
 
The 20 Members JA Asia Pacific network is powered by over 23,000 volunteers and mentors from 
all sectors of society, reaching around 1 million students around the region. 
For more information, visit www.jaasiapacific.org 
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