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Message from Vivian Lau, President of JA Asia Pacific 

I am excited to share the JA AP Youth Talk Conference on June 16, 2016 will be a highlight event for 

the JA Worldwide and JA AP Board meetings taking place in Hong Kong during that week.  We thank 

JA AP members who have invited your alumnus to be part of the voice of Asia Pacific.  The JA AP 

Youth Talk conference aims to: 

 Provide our JA Worldwide and JA AP business partners and leaders a better understanding of the 

challenges and aspirations of the youth from across the Asia Pacific  

 Facilitate discussions live on stage on how JA and our partners can respond to the aspiration and 

challenges and to further harness the potential of our youth 

 Highlight and celebrate the impact of JA  

The live discussions at the JA AP Youth Talk Conference will be videotaped and shared on JA AP’s 

website and social media channels to promote and celebrate the JA impact in the region.  We look 

forward to welcoming our SLT to the JA AP SLT meeting on June 15 and the JA AP Youth Talk 

Conference on June 16, all happening in Hong Kong! 

In this issue of the JA AP WORKS, we feature a dialogue with Angelica Sanchez, a JA Singapore Alumna 

from ITC 2015 and COY 2016. In the dialogue, Anjelica shares her JA experience and the impact made 

in her life as an international student pursuing her study in Singapore. 

In addition, you will find the following updates in the regional initiatives, programs and events section: 

 The ITC momentum. See how students are progressing through local rounds of ITC workshops 

and competitions 

 Celebrating Young People’s Entrepreneurial Spirit in Hong Kong -  JA Company Programme Final 

Competition and Graduation 

Ceremony 2015/16 

 Promoting volunteering through JA appreciation and awareness event in Singapore 

 

We invite our SLTs to forward this newsletter to your Board and all members of your team.  We  

also like to share your updates and achievements.  Until the next JA AP WORKS, let's work together  

to create a world where every young person can be inspired and empowered! 



The JA Story 

Angelica Sanchez is one of the leaders of Facio, a JA company representing Singapore in the latest JA 

Asia Pacific Company of the Year Competition held in Seoul, Korea in February 2016.  Facio came out 

as 3rd place winner, as well as the winner for the Microsoft Best Use of Information Technology Award. 

Angelica had also participated in the. ITC held in Singapore in August 2015.  A proud JA Alumna, 

Angelica shares her JA experience with the JA network through our JA feature story in JA AP WORKS 

this month. 

 

 

 

About Angelica Sanchez 

  20, Filipino. 

  International student in Singapore 

  Eldest of 3 siblings  

 

Proudest JA projects and its development process  

The JA project I am proudest of is definitely Facio.  I’ve learnt to run a business and overcame 

challenges with my teammates. In addition, knowing that we have made a difference to our 

beneficiaries through our small contributions and donations made the whole experience even more 

fulfilling. In fact, our company is still in operations after the COY program. 

 

Why join JA Program 

It was Mr. Alfred Teng, one of our lecturers in school. With his encouragement, I decided to join 

FedEx/JA ITC Singapore in 2015. After my amazing experience with ITC, I made sure not to miss out on 

any JA Programs the school was offering us, such as the COY program! 



Current major in school 

I am currently pursuing a Diploma in Financial Business Informatics. It is a hybrid course between 

finance and IT.  

 

Is JA program complimentary to school curriculum? 

Yes. My current major’s curriculum is built around a number of projects and assignments, which 

mostly consist of report writings and business presentations.  I am proud to say that my participation 

in JA Programs, especially ITC and COY had greatly improved my presentation, writing, and reporting 

skills!  

 

Most memorable JA moment 

It was when my teammate and I just finished our business presentation at ITC Singapore in 2015. Right 

after our presentation, a CEO of a renewable energy company, who was in the audience, approached 

us and offered to bring our proposed product to market. It was then where I realized that there is so 

much more outside the four walls of a classroom.  

 

Making life long connections through JA 

One of the winners of ITC 2015, Wendy Lee, was in Singapore recently over the weekend and we had 

lunch where we caught up after the competition close to a year ago. Also, when I was in Korea for the 

JA AP COY, Zoe and Suyeon, one of the Korean teams from ITC, bought some Korean snacks and 

delivered it to me at the hotel lobby. It was very heartwarming.  

 

Encourage friends to join JA programs? 

Absolutely, I often share stories with my friends and family about the JA programs I have been involved 

in. I would want them to experience the amazing opportunities JA has given me. 

 

Describe JA in 3 word. 

Fun, Fulfilling and Fruitful 

 

Angelica in 10 years  

I see myself as a successful business woman travelling the world and creating positive changes in the 

lives of students just like how JA has changed mine.  

 

JA alumni know that JA programs empower students to make the connection between what they learn 

in school and how it can be applied in the real world. Alumni can become powerful, passionate 

community JA supporters. After all, who better to speak about the importance of JA than those who 

have put lessons to work for actual results?  Please visit www.jaasiapacific.com to register as JA 

Alumni and for more information on volunteering opportunities in the Asia Pacific region. 

http://www.jaasiapacific.com/


Regional Initiatives, Programs, and Events 

The ITC momentum. Check out the actions at local rounds of ITC workshops and competitions 

With the support from JA Hong Kong, the host for the 10th ITC this year, JA Asia Pacific is proud to 

bring ITC back to the city of Hong Kong , where the event first debuted. Please stay tuned for all the 

actions at local ITC workshops and competitions around the region prior to the regional 

final  scheduled from August 7 to 11 this summer! 

 

Celebrating Young People’s Entrepreneurial Spirit - JA Company Programme (JA CP) Final 

Competition and Graduation Ceremony 2015/16.  Over 1,500 students from 76 secondary schools 

celebrated their memorable journey as young entrepreneurs at JA CP Final Competition and 

Graduation Ceremony 2015/16 in Hong Kong on April 16, 2016.  

 

P.O.T., Plant Oriented Technology, a JA Company from Renaissance College was named “JA Company 

of The Year” after experiencing the real business world for eight months. The P.O.T. is a clay pot made 

from sustainable material, with a Near Field Communication tag which notifies users to water their 

plants through interaction with its complementary app.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/AsiaPacificITC/?fref=ts


The “CEO of The Year” award went to Tivona Thach of SumSum from Diocesan Girls' School. The CP 

Achievers were awarded to Ho Ying Christy So of Alspire from Pooi To Middle School and Kwok Huen 

Liu of P.O.T., Plant Oriented Technology from Renaissance College. They will represent Hong Kong to 

attend the Next Generation Leaders Conference in Canada in August.  

 

Throughout the entrepreneurial journey, students are empowered to set their own goals, solve 

problems creatively, take calculated risks and learn from mistakes. They also learn the importance of 

collaboration and communication, and acquire business and organizational skills. 

 

“Entrepreneurial spirit is about taking ownership, seeing the big picture, turning challenges into 

opportunities and having the determination to accomplish the extraordinary. It is imperative for 

everyone to acquire the entrepreneurial spirit,” said Dr. William Lo, JP, Chairman of JA Hong Kong. 

 

Please click JA CP Final Competition and Graduation Ceremony 2015-16 to view more actions at the 

event. 

 

Promoting volunteering through JA appreciation luncheon event in Singapore 

At JA, we deliver education programs through volunteers from all sectors of society who bring real life 

work experience to the training and youths. Recently, JA Singapore collaborated with one of our global 

partners, Caterpillar Financial Services to express our appreciation to volunteers from Caterpillar in 

the past year, and at the same time, promoting the awareness and importance of volunteering to 

inspire more youths in the coming year. 

 

The JA Appreciation and Awareness event was opened by Mr. Mark Manning, VP for Caterpillar Asia 

Pacific and JA AP Board Member. In addition to acknowledging volunteers with signed certificates 

from JA Singapore, the Most active volunteer awards were presented to volunteers with outstanding 

reach and impact in delivering JA programs in the past year. 

A video showcasing Caterpillar’s volunteers in actions working with youths was shown at the 

appreciation luncheon with huge applaud. Please click on the link above to view the video. 

http://www.jahk.org/photo-gallery/?aid1=876670159108033
https://www.dropbox.com/s/mjdb1ubyyda3mgu/CaterpillarJAVolunteers2016_1080p_SchoolVer.mp4?dl=0


Marketing and Branding 

JA Vietnam has launched their brand new Bi-lingual Website and Social media channels 

 

Congratulations to JA Vietnam for launching their new ‘pages’ of JA!  

Please visit JA Vietnam’s  Website and like their Facebook page to stay in touch JA’s latest 

developments in Vietnam! 

 

Is your JA Operations brand aligned? Please contact Winnie Ho should you need any support to get 

there! 

 

 

Up-coming key dates 

Please view the Event Calendar on JA Asia Pacific Event page. 

 

 

 

http://www.javietnam.org/
https://www.facebook.com/JAVietnam/?fref=ts
mailto:winnie.ho@ja.org?subject=JA%20Branding
http://www.jaasiapacific.org/#!events/t9vhi


 

Tell us your story 

A story on a volunteer? News on people? Big win? Or an inspiring moment experienced? Need help 

to promote key dates and events in your local JA calendar? Please email Winnie Ho to share with the 

network through the JA AP WORKS!  

 

Until the next JA AP WORKS, have an inspiring and empowering day! 

 

mailto:winnie.ho@ja.org?subject=New%20&%20story%20for%20JA%20AP%20ROC%20update

