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On the occasion of the 30th anniversary 
of the Young Enterprise Program in 
Malaysia, one must wonder what explains 
the longevity of the program. The answer 
- a common purpose shared by our 
corporate sponsors and advisors to make 
a meaningful contribution to our young 
people so that they will be better 
equipped to face a fast changing world.

The JA Young Enterprise program is a wonderful and exciting program for the form 4 kids 
because first and foremost it is different from all the other programs in school. I am 
grateful that we can be part of it as it is a program that can build their entrepreneurial 
skills... it teaches them first hand about the running , the hard work and integrity that’s 
involved in running businesses. What I like the most about this program is that we get to 
work with wonderful corporate sponsors that allows these kids to experience something 
different . The part of running the business and interacting with customers builds their 
characters and indeed provide great enjoyment . It’s HARDWORK but the experience is 
priceless. 

Please continue this workshop! To me, 
it is a once in a lifetime experience to be 
able to work with other schools and 
make our business plan a success.

It’s really empowering to be able to share 
the financial literacy program conducted 
by JA More Than Money as it breaks down 
the basic financial, business and 
accounting knowledge in an interactive 
and entertaining way with
the younger generation.
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2017/2018 has proved to be very exciting times for  JA Malaysia. Building on a foundation of effective 
strategizing and operational excellence, JA Malaysia has achieved significant growth and student 
reach. Many corporations and foundations have generously supported JA Malaysia, bringing the 
students reach for the 2017/2018 to more than 19,000 students from 212 schools, with a total of 
158,936 contact hours. It is expected that the student numbers will exceed 30,000 for the next year.

Our biggest supporter is Prudence Foundation, which, in collaboration with JA Asia Pacific, has 
brought the Cha-Ching Curriculum into Malaysia. Starting from the pilot project in 2016, this teacher 
driven program has grown by leaps and bounds – with a target of reaching 26,000 students in 5 
states in Malaysia by the end of the 2018 school year.

Citi Foundation generously supported JA Malaysia with a grant for the JA Social Impact Program. The 
JA Pathways to Employment Program, supported by the JPMorgan Foundation, supports 100 at-risk 
students and is slated to complete in April 2019. The engagement with HSBC saw an unprecedented 
number of HSBC volunteers engaging in the delivery of the JA More than Money program, while the 
Fedex Express/JA International Trade Challenge saw 100 submissions for the Malaysian Selections.  
JA Malaysia was pleased to welcome Sage Foundation, BNP Paribas, AIG, Avanade Malaysia, AT&T 
and PGA Tours as sponsors or volunteers.

30 years ago, the Young Enterprise Program was implemented in Malaysia through the efforts and 
commitment of AMCHAM, and many corporates and organisations continue to be dedicated 
supporters. This year the Penang YE has been chaired by Keysight Technologies, who have indeed 
done an excellent job of expanding the program to include STEM training and exposure to the 
students in collaboration with the Penang Science Cluster. A significant and  strategic collaboration 
was achieved when JA Malaysia managed to engage with the Fullbright English Teaching Assistant 
(ETA) program, which is jointly organised by the Ministry of Education and the US Embassy. JA 
Malaysia anticipates to increase the growth and focus of this engagement to enable a greater reach 
to rural schools.

On behalf of the Board of Trustees, I would like to thank the Ministry of Education, the US Embassy, 
AMCHAM, JA WorldWide, JA Asia Pacific, corporate sponsors, teachers, and personnel of JA 
Malaysia for the support, sponsorship, and dedication to JA Malaysia. We are steadily increasing our 
impact and reach, and are fully commited to reach as many students and youth in Malaysia as 
possible. 

We look forward to an exciting and fulfilling 2018/2019,  which will also be a year of celebrating:
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supported by

Prudence Foundation, in collaboration with JA Asia Pacific, developed and rolled out the first 
multi-country, multi platform program aimed at financial literacy for children. The program is designed 
to create good money habits with the goal of having an attitudinal change of young children towards 
money focussing on 4 concepts; Earn, Save, Spend and Donate. 

After a successful pilot project in early 2016, the first teacher-driven roll out to 10 schools impacting 
more than 1100 students was rolled out in Malaysia in late 2016. Following this success, Cha-Ching 
Curriculum was triumphantly executed in 3 countries – Malaysia, Indonesia and Phillipines. The 
Cha-Ching Curriculum had served a total of 87,461 students, trained 2,133 teachers, and engaged 
1,060 schools in Indonesia, Malaysia and the Philippines in 2016-2017. In Malaysia alone, 16,473 
Students were engaged in 157 schools in 5 states – Penang, Perak, Selangor Kuala Lumpur and 
Putrajaya. 310 teachers were involved in the delivery of the program. The target for 2018 is for 26,000 
students to be trained.
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Understanding that financial literacy is a skill that is vital to be 
instilled in young children, JA Worldwide, supported globally 
by HSBC, had embarked on a journey to promote the JA More 
Than Money program. 

The recently revamped JA More Than Money program has 
seen an increase in excitement among primary school 
students and the volunteers.

The JA More Than Money program is a HSBC volunteer-driven 
program whereby their personnel’s devote time to be trained 
by JA Malaysia staff and collaboratively execute the program.

As of June 2018, we have successfully conducted the program 
in 9 different schools around the Klang Valley area reaching to 
a total of 1,089 students with the help of 127 HSBC 
Volunteers.

Muhammad Firdaus from Sekolah Kebangsaan Sri Subang 
Jaya said, 
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Citi Foundation support enabled the JA Social Impact Program to be 
developed and rolled out in 2018 to 39 schools in 4 states namely, Kuala 
Lumpur, Selangor, and Negri Sembilan. 
 
The program involved 2 – 3 workshop sessions with the students, 
engaging them in the JA Be Entrepreneurial Module, which teaches the 
basic characteristics that is required for a successful entrepreneur such 
as passion and motivation; not afraid to take risks; self-belief, hard work 
and disciplined dedication; adaptable and flexible; product and market 
knowledge and more importantly on the effective planning and right 
attitude.

About 39 corporate volunteers from Citibank Penang and Kuala Lumpur; 
AT&T Malaysia and Avanade Malaysia conducted workshops at several 
selected schools.

The target is to train more than 2000 students, and engage more than 
300 students in the submission of a Final Business Plan, in support of a 
socially disadvantaged person to develop a new business proposal or 
enhancing an existing business.  The top 10 to 12 selected teams will be 
given the opportunity to be mentored, to improve and develop their 
proposed business plan presentation as part of their final competition 
preparation. The National Finals will be held in November 2018.



JA Our Community helps students connect the dots between what they 
learn in school and the “business of life”- work readiness, 
entrepreneurship and financial literacy. This program introduces 
students to the intersection of work readiness and early elementary 
grades social studies learning objectives including how citizens benefit 
from and contribute to a community’s success . Students will also 
develop a sense of career awareness and how all jobs help a 
community .

JA Malaysia organised this program for 50 Standard 5 & Standard 6 
students. This effort was enthusiastically supported by volunteers from 
Sage Malaysia and Sage Foundation. It was a wonderful session with 
the students as they learnt various elements of a successful community 
such as the government and the flow of money in a community’s 
economy. As always, the students were extremely excited to take part 
in the activities and games. 

The Sage and JA volunteers really enjoyed the session and were 
amazed at the level of discipline shown by the students.    

34 children of BNP Paribas staff had a great time on an eventful Saturday in April, engaging with JA 
Malaysia and BNP Paribas volunteers, expanding their knowledge through engagement in JA 
Programs. Children under the age of 7 spent their time being entertained to the JA Our Families 
materials, while children between the age of 8 – 12 enjoyed themselves with the JA Our Community 
Program. The teenagers had exposure to the word of business with the JA Our Nation Program.  

The day ended with everyone have a scrumptious lunch provided graciously by BNP Paribas. 
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